Psychic Scum go  home!

Fred  Giannelli, talking about touring with Psychic TV on  FOPI mailing list, october 2002. Found in the archives.

 

I actually heard the very  last track on the Origin of the Species CD recently put out by  Invisible Records. Somehow they unearthed a bootleg recording  of "Intoxication" Live in NYC. Turns out it is from the NYC  show in 1990 @ the uptown Ritz (Studio 54). The funny thing is  after the song ends the tape is still rolling and that is when  Gen wouldn't leave the stage and I went into the audience and  started heckling chanting "Psychic Scum Go Home" with Terrence  Sellers and Doris Kloster. Gen is introducing the band and  finally he realizes it's me out there and introduces me then  says I'm probably heckling because "we don't pay him enough  money".

I remembered that in 1984  when I first met Gen, he and John Gosling did a performance in Boston @ MassArt. During the performance a disgusted student  went up to the classroom that was used as a backstage area and  spray painted the entire wall with "Psychic Scum Go  Home".

Sums it all up really.......  ; )

This little anecdote isn't  meant to piss on Gen. It is more about exposing the "rock star"  myth and the hard economic reality of touring.

All the PTV tours while I  was involved were self-financed. We had no record deal where we  got tour support. Who Gen borrowed the money from to purchase  the bus and get the ball rolling remained a mystery to everyone  in the band.

He paid everyone on the  tours equally. $300. per week. That included roadies and  babysitters. There was only one person who didn't pull his own  weight and that was some friend of Tom's named John Dudas,  during the US Tour of 1988, who had no experience as a roadie  and proved himself incompetent at the most menial of  tasks.

Some people performed beyond  their duty. In my opinion Psychic TV wouldn't have existed as a live touring unit during those years without the super  dedication and hard work, intelligence and devotion of Dickie  Dawes. Without him we were nothing. By the US tour of 1990 we  had a solid crew of Dickie, Dominic Parker, Richard Schiessl,  Jim Parrish and Tom (despite his athletes foot fungus,  ........dude ! ) ; P

That $300.per week was for  5-6 gigs per week so you can do the math. Sometimes we  performed over 2 hour shows which would somehow be stretched  into 3.5 - 5 hours. Luckily I lived out of a suitcase for the 5  or so years I was involved in Psychic TV and didn't have to pay  rent. I lived with my parents when I was home. If I didn't, I  wouldn't have been able to do the touring.

However, when it came to  equipment purchasing it was a different story. Each member was responsible for their own equipment. Since PTV was a  technologically driven group the brunt of the costs were for a  sampler and I owned that. In those days an E-mu Emax II cost  $3,000. or more. I owned one so Gen had to buy a flight case  for this huge keyboard model and that did the tours in the US.  When it came time to upgrade to a newer rack model that was  smaller I had to pay for that by myself.

telepathic regards,

 fRED

