Gen had a "big dick" or "WAS  a big dick"?

Antoni Mateu askes  Fred Giannelli, december 2000

Antoni Mateu:  In the last secret gig of  Thee Majesty (Barcelona, 13-6-2000), Mr. God played a sampler with diskettes of Jajouka. Really did Jajouka play with PTV on  stage?

Fred Giannelli: FYI,  Psychic TV did perform with Bachir Attar onstage in New York  City in late 1989.

Our U.S. bus driver, Jim  Parrish, organized a few gigs for us. Due to booking agent  bullshit we couldn't use the name Psychic TV so Gen named us  TRUE BEAT. (whatever that means...)

We played 3 gigs. The first  was @ the Pyramid club in the lower east side of NYC. The show was recorded for broadcast by a radio station down there. It  may have even been broadcast live. The recording later  resurfaced as part of a 2 x CD bootleg release, which I have  around here somewhere. Quite an expensive 2 x CD set also. I  had to buy it, although that since it was a bootleg I made the  shop sell it to me @ cost. Naturally, none of us got paid for  it. Must have been an inside job.

This was the first time we  played with Bachir onstage. I remember we brought him out @  the end of the set and did a version of "Bliss" that was really  good. It started off with Paula playing a tape of original  Joujouka music. Naturally Bachir knew the song by heart and  joined right in. He was really loud onstage, sounded amazing  with no amplification. At one point he was blowing and I was  imitating the tone he was getting with my guitar and a 16  second delay box and he turned around to look at me because it  sounded like a there were more people blowing behind him. Not  bad for no rehearsals.

The next night we got roped  into playing a loft/rent party for Jim in Brooklyn. Gen hid in  the bedroom all night and didn't want to perform. So Matthew,  Paula, myself, Bachir and his Moroccan friend jammed. I still  have photos of us posing, crammed on the bed with Timothy Wylie  for a group portrait.

I remember in the van ride  over to Brooklyn Bachir told us the story about the first time  he met Gen @ Brion Gysin's in Paris many years before. Bachir  didn't know who Gen was and asked Brion in Moroccan. Brion  replied "Zup Kabir" which means "big dick". I thought this was hilarious because it can be interpreted 2 ways.

I then brought this up @  soundcheck at the start of our U.S. tour in Denver, CO in 1990  because Gen was being a jerk about what he was going to pay us  for the tour. Needless to say we weren't making much for all  the work, time and effort we donated to this project called  Psychic TV. I asked Gen if Brion meant that Gen "had a big  dick" or "WAS a big dick"? Gen got all pissed at me and said  he would not let me besmirch his memory of Brion. Another  example of the Bubble Gen resides in.

After the gig @ Jim's loft  we then flew to Minneapolis, MN to play a show. Grant Hart,  the drummer from Husker Du, made us stay @ his house after the  gig. He gave Matthew a snare drum he had. The house was full  of music gear and his heroin. Bachir did not come to Minneapolis.

Jim flew Matthew, Gen and  Paula over for these 3 gigs and paid them what he could. It  took him over 1 year to pay me what he promised, which was  $100-$150. for 1 week of work.

Hope this answers your  question.

